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Stealing It



Fake It ‘Till You Make It



Why We Launched Retraction Watch

August 3, 2010



The Retraction Watch Database

retractiondatabase.org



Retractions By The Numbers

Year # of Retractions # of Papers Published %

2000 38 1MM .004

2008 367 1.2MM .031

2010 4863 1.4MM .347*

2014 868 1.6MM .054

2016 1418 1.8MM .078

retractiondatabase.org



Leveling Off?

Science, October 26, 2018



Why Are Papers Retracted?

Science, October 26, 2018



Why Does It Take So Long?



Common Reasons for Retractions

• Duplication (“self-plagiarism”)
• Plagiarism
• Image Manipulation
• Faked Data
• Fake Peer Reviews
• Publisher Error
• Authorship Issues
• Legal Reasons
• Not Reproducible 



Which Countries Retract Most?

Science, October 26, 2018



Are We Catching Them All?

Allison et al Nature 2016  http://www.nature.com/news/reproducibility-a-tragedy-of-errors-1.19264



Are We Catching Them All?

“Overall, 3.8% of published papers contained 
problematic figures, with at least half exhibiting 
features suggestive of deliberate manipulation. The 
prevalence of papers with problematic images has 
risen markedly during the past decade.”



Who Retracts Most?



http://nautil.us



What Happens to Retracted Papers’
Citations?

-Assn of College & Research Libraries 2011 



What Happens to Retracted Papers’ Citations?

-Assn of College & Research Libraries 2011 

Of 391 citations analyzed, only 6% 
acknowledge the retraction.



Do Journals Get the Word Out?

Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication,
January 8, 2018



Do Journals Get the Word Out?

Of the 812 records for retracted 
publications, 40.0% (n=325) did not 
indicate that the paper had been 
retracted. 

Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication,
January 8, 2018



Post-Publication Peer Review On The Rise



“PubPeer was created specifically to bypass the 
suffocating and restricted channels of ‘correspondence 
to the editors’ and journal commenting. The tens of 
thousands of useful comments that users have posted 
on PubPeer were previously suppressed by that system, 
yet facilitated by an open framework encouraging 
factual discussion. We’re not going back.”

-- Brandon Stell, co-founder, PubPeer

Post-Publication Peer Review On The Rise



http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/02/meet-data-thugs-out-expose-shoddy-and-questionable-research

The Sleuths, aka ‘Data Thugs’



Whistleblowers to Watch
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