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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Human Research Ethics Committee

Application Form for Ethics Approval

for Research Projects Involving Artefacts
Notes:

(1) Please read carefully the University’s Policy on Research Integrity, the Operational Guidelines and Procedures for the Human Research Ethics Committee, the Code of Practice for Ethical Vetting of Research Projects Involving Artefacts and the summary of the Belmont Report available from the Research Services website before completing this form.

(2) This application form can be used by all staff and students to seek ethics approval for research projects involving artefacts.  The completed form should be submitted to the Human Research Ethics Committee, c/o Research Services, Registry, The University of Hong Kong.  
(3) No data can be collected/analysed before ethics approval is obtained from the Human Research Ethics Committee.

Part A – Outline of Application

	1. Research Proposal


	Project title:
	

	

	Abbreviated project title# (optional):
	

	

	Data collection period (please tick one of the boxes):

	(
	From
	
	to
	
	(dd/mm/yyyy)

	
	(Ethics approval MUST be obtained prior to any data collection or analysis taking place.)

	(
	Not applicable as no new data will be collected.

	

	Project start/end dates:
	From
	
	to
	
	(dd/mm/yyyy)

	

	# The project title and name and department of the PI of applications processed by the HREC will be posted on a public webpage maintained by Research Services (www.rss.hku.hk/integrity/ethics-compliance/hrec-approved-projects) once this application is approved until the expiry of the ethics approval period.  If the PI has concerns in revealing the project title on the public webpage, an abbreviated project title for posting on the public website can be provided in the application form.  


	2. Principal Investigator (PI)


	Title:
	
	Surname:
	
	First name:
	

	

	Department:
	

	

	Position/staff grade:
	
	Staff no.:
	

	

	Contact telephone:
	
	Email:
	

	

	For student PI only:

	

	Degree and year:
	
	Student no.:
	

	

	Name of supervisor:
	
	Supervisor email:
	


	3. Co-Investigator(s), if any


	Name

(surname, 

first name)
	Department 

(and institution for non-HKU Co-Is)
	Position 
(for staff 
Co-Is only)
	Programme (for student Co-Is only)
	HKU staff/ student no., 

if applicable
	Email address

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	4. Funding


Please check all below that apply, and then specify the funding scheme (where appropriate) below:

	HKU internal research grant
	
	

	Research Grants Council (RGC) grant
	
	GRF / ECS / AOE / TRS / CRF / Other*:

	Non-RGC grant
	
	ECF / HCPF / HMRF / ITF / PPR / SDF / QEF / Other*:

	Contract research
	
	

	No funding
	
	


Notes:
(i) Postgraduate Scholarship (PGS)/Hong Kong PhD Fellowship (HKPF) of RPg students are not considered as research funding.
 
(ii) *Please delete as appropriate.

Part B – Proposal / Project Details

	5. Stewardship and Discovery, and Data Collection


	(a) Will the study involve discovering or excavating artefacts?
	
	Yes
	
	No


(i) If “Yes”, please confirm the following two points by checking the boxes:

	
	I confirm that I have/will endeavour to limit damage or deterioration to the artefacts being studied and 

minimise the environmental impact of my actions.

	
	

	
	

	
	I confirm that I have set out plans for conservation, preservation, and publication of the archaeological 

records.

	
	

	
	

	Please provide the details below:

	


(ii) If “No” (i.e. the artefacts being studies have already been excavated or processed), please confirm that you have exercised due diligence in establishing that: 

	
	The artefacts are in a public/private collection of their country of origin. 

	
	

	
	The artefacts have been in a public/private collection not in their country of origin since before 1970.

	
	

	
	The artefacts have been in a public/private collection not in their country of origin since 1970 and the artefacts have not been illegally excavated and/or exported from their country of origin.

	
	

	
	

	Please provide documents which could be reasonably obtained as supporting documents or provide the details below:

	


	(b) Acknowledgement on the ownership of the artefacts: 


	
	I have been granted permission to access and publish the data by the owner of the artefacts.

	
	

	
	I will use second-hand or published source of data.

	
	

	
	The institute/organisation which owns the artefacts has an open access policy and no permission is needed.

	
	

	Note: Please provide documents which could be reasonably obtained as supporting documents, for example, a copy of the permission, a list of second-hand or published source, or a document on the open access of the institute/organisation.


Part C – Undertaking
	6. Refrainment from Taking Economic Incentives


Please confirm the following point by checking the box:
	
	I undertake that I did not and will not accept gifts, emoluments, sponsorship, or funding from dealers and collectors of artefacts for this research project.

	
	


Part D – Attachment(s) 

Please check the boxes as appropriate to indicate which of the following documents are enclosed to this application:
	
	(1) Full research proposal (mandatory)

	
	

	
	(2) Supporting document(s) for question 5(a)(ii) and 5(b) that could be reasonably obtained

	
	

	
	(3) A photo of the artefact(s) concerned if available


Part E – Declaration

In making this application, I certify that I have read and understand the University’s Policy on Research Integrity, the Operational Guidelines and Procedures of the Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC), the Code of Practice for Ethical Vetting of Research Projects Involving Artefacts, and the summary of the Belmont Report, and I will comply with the ethical principles of these documents.  I will report to the HREC/Faculty/Department if there is any amendment to or new information on the project and any research-related incidents.  I undertake not to proceed with data collection/analysis before ethics approval is obtained from the relevant committee, and understand that failure to do so will lead to disciplinary action.

	
	
	
	
	

	Name of Principal Investigator
	
	Signature
	
	Date


I/We hereby endorse this application with my approval and confirm that the investigator(s) is/are appropriately qualified in the research area involved to conduct the proposed research project, and is/are capable of undertaking this research study in a safe and ethical manner.

	
	
	
	
	

	Name of Supervisor (if appropriate)
	
	Signature
	
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Name, Head of Dept/

Dean of Faculty/Faculty Reviewer*
	
	Signature
	
	Date


* Please delete as appropriate.
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